
 

 

 

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli 
Please answer the following questions as you read Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli.  You may 
handwrite your answers neatly on loose-leaf paper, or type them on a computer.  You 
are welcome to keep the vocabulary listed on one separate piece of paper if you would 
like or keep it in the order you see it below. The questions do not have to be written. 
However, make sure chapter numbers are written, your answers are numbered, and 
they are answered in complete sentences.  Many questions ask your opinion (no 
wrong answers!).  Please express your ideas clearly and completely.  I suggest keeping 
your loose-leaf papers in a folder so the papers can be handed in neatly. 

 

 



Name: ___________________________________ 

Vocabulary Definitions Chapters 1-2 

Vocabulary 
Word 

Definition 

flourish  

quills  

milling  

keener  

marooned  

plaited  
 

Chapter 1 

1. Why is Stargirl getting noticed by everyone at the beginning of the book? 
 

2. What is Hot Seat? 
 

3. Why do you think Kevin and Leo want to interview Stargirl on Hot Seat? 

Chapter 2 

4. What is Hillari Kimble’s theory about Stargirl? 
 

5. What pet does Stargirl have? 

 

Vocabulary Definitions Chapters 3-5 

Vocabulary 
Word 

Definition 

saguaros  

balking  

amok  



perpetual  

flitting  

aviary  

ambition  

disdainful  

converging  

antic  
 

Chapter 3 

6. Why is Leo hesitant to sign Stargirl up for Hot Seat? 
 

7. Look up the meaning of the word nonconformist.  (You may have to look up 
conformist and then apply the meaning of the prefix non to that meaning.)  Define 
the word and explain how it applies to Stargirl. 

Chapter 4 

8. Why do you think Hillari Kimble likes having Wayne Parr as a boyfriend? 

Chapter 5 

9. How is Stargirl creating school spirit? 

 

Vocabulary Definitions Chapters 6-9 

Vocabulary 
Word 

Definition 

ferociously  

blithely  

creodont  

charade  



proximity  

dormant  

bafflement  

amorphous  

acclamation  
 

Chapter 6 

10.  Did Stargirl keep her word when she told Hillari, “I won’t sing to you.”  on her 
birthday? 

 
11.  Does Archie Brubaker think Stargirl is different? 

Chapter 8  

12.  What is the name of Stargirl’s pet? 
 

13.  Why do you think Hillari decides not to drop Stargirl’s pet?  
 

14.  All different types of students (“shy mice, princesses, jocks, eggheads”) all like 
Stargirl.  Why do you think that is? 

Vocabulary Definitions Chapters 10-12 

Vocabulary 
Word 

Definition 

yielded  

lure  

banishing  

mortified  

oblivious  

maestro  

pantomime  



hapless  

cued  

mock  
Chapter 10 

15.  Why does Leo finally decide to have Stargirl on Hot Seat?  

Chapter 11 

16.   What does Leo think is the most remarkable feature of Stargirl? 
 

17.  What was unusual about Stargirl’s cheerleading? 
  

18.  How did you feel about the trick the cheerleaders played on Stargirl? 

Chapter 12 

19.  Why did Leo secretly wish no one would watch Hot Seat when Stargirl was on 
the show? 

Vocabulary Definitions Chapters 13-15 

Vocabulary 
Word 

Definition 

jabbed  

raucous  

impish  

prone  

toggle  

cascade  
 

Chapter 13 

20.  What was Stargirl’s original first name?  Why does she change it? 

Chapter 14 



21.  The MICA basketball team and supporters were poor sports.  Name one lesson 
they could have learned from Stargirl? 

 

 

Vocabulary Definitions Chapters 16-21 

Vocabulary 
Word 

Definition 

revving  

enchanted  

riddance  

smitten  

acquainted  

dilapidated  

crevice  

pleading  

excommunicated  

revel  

blotter  

facetiously  
 

Chapter 16 

22.   How does Leo react when a group of girls calls him Starboy? 

Chapters 17-21 

23.  Leo comes to realize that Stargirl is very kind and unselfish.  Name one thing 
she does that shows these traits. 



24.  Leo likes Stargirl very much, but he is still bothered by the fact that the other 
students dislike her. He is upset by the “silent treatment” they are receiving.  Do 
you think Stargirl should change to avoid this treatment? 

Vocabulary Definitions Chapters 22-28 

Vocabulary 
Word 

Definition 

torrent  

morale  

gumption  

hermit  

extravagance  

gawk  

rousing  

prominently  

gander  

primly  
 

Chapter 22 

25.  In this chapter, Leo explains to Stargirl the “importance” of having everyone like 
you. Do you think he is right? 

 
26.   Does Leo accept Stargirl? 

Chapter 26 

27.   At the beginning of this chapter, Susan arrives at school and Leo feels great 
about the change.  How did it make you feel? 

 
28.   Stargirl gave up herself to become someone Leo thought she should be.  Is that 

ever the right thing to do? 



Chapter 27 

29.   Why is Dori Dilson angry with Susan? 

Vocabulary Definitions Chapters 29-31 

Vocabulary 
Word 

Definition 

dwindle  

disparage  

fronds  

castanets  

disembark  

ember  

promenade  
 

Chapter 30 

30.   Dori Dilson was the only person who came out to cheer Stargirl after she won 
the Arizona oratorical (speech) contest.  What did that prove to Stargirl? 

 
31.   Was Leo any different from the other students who did not accept Stargirl? 

Explain. 

Chapters 31 

32.  Leo does not ask Stargirl to the Ocotillo Ball.  How does Stargirl react? 
 

33.   Stargirl has a wonderful time at the ball.  How do the other students react to her 
enjoyment? 

 
34.   Hillari Kimble is the only person who does not have a good time.  Why?  

 
35.   After Stargirl leaves Arizona Leo feels very sad.  Throughout his life, he 

continues to remember all of the wonderful things about her.  Why do you 
suppose that is?  



 
36.   What does Jerry Spinelli teach us about accepting others through his book 

Stargirl? 


